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Preparing for Rainy Season and 

Possible Floods
� Rainy Season and History

� What is El Nino

� How the City has prepared

How to Prepare� How to Prepare

� Identify Flooding Hazards

� Identify Possible Road Closures / Routes

� Emergency Contacts



Rainy Season and History
� November – March

� Average is 3.9 Inches 
Annually

� Rainfall Data from 
Past 20 Years.

� Latest Heavy Rainy � Latest Heavy Rainy 
Season was in 2010-
2011



Winter 2015/2016 - El Nino
� Based on empirical data, the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is forecasting a 

high probability of El Nino to happen during this 

winter season 2015/2016. 



What is El Nino?

� El Niño is a weather phenomenon that involves a 
warming of the Pacific Ocean west of Peru. The 
temperature increase can cause dramatic changes in 
weather patterns worldwide, which bring wet rains to 
California… 

How may this affect Desert Hot Springs?How may this affect Desert Hot Springs?

� Desert Hot Springs may or may not have more rain 
events than we have seen in the past couple of years.

� It is still uncertain how much more rain we will see



How Has the City Prepared?
� City Staff has participated in various emergency trainings, 

certifications, and emergency scenario events.
� City has partnered with surrounding Cities and Riverside 

County for flood prevention tasks, and emergency needs.
� City Staff has been trained and educated on procedures 

and tasks to be completed during any flood event.
� Vehicles and Equipment have been serviced and ready to � Vehicles and Equipment have been serviced and ready to 

use.
� Heavy Machinery Contractors have been retained on an as 

needed to support our field crews.
� Catch Basin Clean-ups – City-Wide – On-going
� Retention Basin Clean-ups – On-going
� Road Shoulder Work
� Clearing All Drainage Waterways 



How Can You Be Prepared?

Before The Storm
� Check if you are in a FEMA Flood Zone, Call City 

Engineering Department (760)329-6411 ext 218, ext 
216

� Review your Flood Insurance Documents� Review your Flood Insurance Documents

� Clean roof gutters and cut down weakened trees that 
could damage your home.

� Take care of grading or drainage needs on your 
property now.

� Check for loose roof tiles or shingles, fix roof leaks.

� Set Sand Bags as a barrier to protect flood hazard areas



During a Rain Event
� Emergencies call 911

� Flooded Streets, Malfunctioning Traffic Signals, 
Clogged Storm Drains,  Call (760)329-6411 ext 216

� Report power outages to Southern California Edison at 
(800)655-4555(800)655-4555

� Sandbags and Sand will be available for FREE to be 
picked up by residents at Fire Station 37 
(Pierson/West). 



Turn Around, Don’t Drown! 
� Do not walk or drive through flooded waters

� Do not attempt to go around barricades
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We Are Committed 



Contacts 
� Police / Fire / Ambulance – 911

� Power Outages – SCE - (800)655-4555

� Water Leaks – MSWD – (760)329-6448

� Sewer Leaks – MSWD - (760)329-6448� Sewer Leaks – MSWD - (760)329-6448

� Flooded Roads-
� Public Works (760)329-6411 ext 216

� Traffic Signals -
� Public Works (760)329-6411 ext 216

� Storm Drains -
� Public Works (760)329-6411 ext 216

� Daniel Porras – dporras@cityofdhs.org


